


Dara Calleary ~ TD  for MAYO	 	 OCTOBER  2009
Minister for Labour Affairs

CALLEARY NEWS

0612

A Chara,

Welcome to the latest edition of my Constituency Newsletter designed to keep you my 

constituents informed of my ongoing work in representing the people of Mayo in Dáil 

Éireann.
Throughout 2009 I have working as diligently as ever for people and communities 

across Mayo and I have succeeded in delivering some key projects to the region. 

Across this part of the constituency, East Mayo, a whole host of community 

developments and projects have either been allocated funding, commenced 

construction or have been completed during 2009.

Among the projects are:

• A major refurbishment of Swinford District Hospital

• The allocation of an Autism Spectrum Disorder Unit at Scoil Mhuire agus Padraig

• A multi-million euro extension of Ireland West Airport Knock

• A ¤2 million refurbishment of Parkview Estate Charlestown

• ¤2.7 million Kiltimagh Sewerage Scheme

• School building extensions

• Provision of childcare facilities

• Local Sporting Organisation developments

As well as delivering such key projects to the constituency I  

continue to hold advice clinics throughout the region, regularly 

visiting Foxford, Swinford, Charlestown, Kilkelly and Kiltimagh.

My Swinford Office, located beside Swinford Photography 

on Station Road, is also open every Friday from 10am-

12.30pm and I am always available to meet constituents at 

weekends and after hours.

For an appointment or  to speak to me on any local or 

national issue please contact my office on  096-77613 or log 

onto my recently relaunched website at www.daracalleary.ie.

www.daracalleary.ie



FOXFORD FOCUS 
FOXFORD CENTRAL NATIONAL SCHOOL

The impressive extension at Foxford Central National School 
has been completed and was officially opened in early October.
The new development consists of two new classrooms, a 
general purpose room, enlarged staff room and new entrance 
hall. The development will add significant space and additional 
facilities for the 260-strong pupils, their principal Seán Lavin 
and his staff. 

I wish to pay tribute to the Board of Management for their 
determination and committment to seeing this project through 
to fruition.

FOXFORD CHILDCARE FACILITY
In June of this year I successfully lobbied Minister for 
Children Barry Andrews TD to secure ¤650,000 in funding for 
the Foxford Childcare Facility under the National Childcare 
Investment Programme.

The funding is being used to construct a state-of-the-art 
purpose built public community crèche and childcare facility at 
a site adjacent to the national school. 

I am delighted for the committee involved and wish to pay 
tribute to Cllr Jimmy Maloney for his input into the application 
process.

SPOTLIGHT ON 
SWINFORD 
SWINFORD DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Construction work is at an advanced stage at Swinford District 
Hospital where a significant refurbishment will greatly improve 
existing services and further the great work already carried out 
at the hospital.

The 1200 sq metre extension and refurbishment includes the 
demolition of a portion of the existing facility and new build 
accommodation to provide additional ward areas, day room, 
clinical facilities, staff facilities, kitchenette, nurse’s station, 
sanitary facilities and storage space.

The works will include extensive landscaping and integration 
with the existing hospital.

The extension will be opened in early 2010.

ASD UNIT AT SCOIL MHUIRE AGUS PADRAIG
In July I secured confirmation from Minister for Education and 
Science Batt O’Keefe TD that Swinford secondary school, Scoil 
Mhuire agus Padraig, had been successful in its application 
for funding to make alterations to a property belonging to the 

Mercy Sisters to make it suitable for the provision of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder services.

The amount of funding secured was ¤250,000.
I also lobbied the Minister to secure 100 per cent funding 

towards the ¤15,000 per annum lease of the property.
There is no doubt that this service will prove of major benefit 

for Autistic students throughout the region, their families and 
teachers.

SWINFORD GAA CLUB
Funding secured under the National Lottery Sports Capital 
Programme is being used to construct an all-weather pitch at 
Michael Davitt Park, the home 
of Swinford GAA Club.

The preparatory work is 
currently under way.

In the meantime, Swinford 
Amenity Park is proving a 
suitable home away from home 
for the club. 

Construction of a clubhouse 
and associated works is under way at the Park Road site.

This facility is a wonderful asset for entire community.

COMMUNITY SECURITY SUPPORT
Swinford Community Security Support has overseen the roll-out 
of new personal panic alert devices to the most vulnerable in 
society .

The initiative brings together the major stakeholders in the 
community, most importantly the Gardai and the Parish Priests 
in the different localities and comes under the umbrella of 
Community Alert and Muintir na Tire.

The Pilot Scheme has been launched in the Swinford Garda 
Division covering the areas of Midfield, Meelick, Killasser, 
Kiltimagh, Charlestown, Kilkelly, Foxford and Knock.
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CONCENTRATING ON 
CHARLESTOWN
IWAK TERMINAL EXTENSION
The jewel of the west continues to expand at an impressive rate 

and recently opened its terminal extension – the first phase of a 

¤46 million Capital Development Programme at Knock Airport.

The new terminal extension increased capacity for annual 

passengers from 500,000 to 800,000 and includes a new 

security screen area, expanded check-in hall and additional 

departures capacity.

As well as this significant development I also intervened on 

behalf of the management of the airport to secure ¤285,000 

under the Department of Transport’s Core Airport Management 

Operation Expenditure Subvention Scheme (Opex).

 Under the scheme allocations are made by the Government 

to assist regional airports in their operational costs.

PARKVIEW REFURBISHMENT
A ¤2 million refurbishment of the Parkview Estate was 

approved by the Department of Environment and Local 

Government earlier this year.

The redevelopment of the estate includes upgrade works, 

construction of six mixed residential units, parking areas, play 

areas, refuse storage units and landscaping.

I lobbied Minister Michael Finneran TD intensively to have 

Parkview included in the list of projects approved in 2009.

KILTIMAGH
SEWERAGE SCHEME
Mayo County Council was given approval to place a ¤2.7 million 

contract for the provision of a new Wastewater Treatment Plant 

in Kiltimagh.  

Mayo County Council have since informed me that the overall 

scheme is divided into two parts – the Treatment Works and the 

Collection Network.

The Treatment Works contract which is a design, build 

and operate (DBO) contract has been signed with Response 

Engineering the selected contractors.

The Collection Network contract has been re-tendered.

This funding reflects the commitment in the Programme 

for Government for continuing investment in our wastewater 

schemes to ensure that discharges into our rivers, lakes and 

coastal waters meet the highest international standards.

KILTIMAGH GAA CLUBHOUSE
National Lottery Sports Capital Funding of ¤40,000 secured by 
me last year is being used in the construction of an extension 
to the clubhouse and dressing-rooms at Gilmartin Park.

The project is under way and will see an extension of the 
dressing-room facilities on the ground floor with a gymnasium 
upstairs.

BROADBAND PILOT SCHEME
St Louis Community School in Kiltimagh received high speed 
wireless broadband connectivity as part of the Government’s 
pilot plan to give students instant internet access anywhere in 
the school building.

This marks the next phase in the Government’s ambition to 
develop our schools into centres of e-learning and to make 
technology an 
integral part of the 
learning process.

High speed 
wireless broadband 
means that students 
will be able to 
upload and download 
material faster, access 
high-volume digital 
educations content 
and connect instantly 
to websites from any 
part of the school.

New departure lounge at Ireland West Airport Knock; 

Extension of Kiltimagh GAA Clubhouse


