




Construction contracts for Ballina’s 

new ¤5 million Theatre and Arts 

Centre have been signed.

A sod-turning ceremony took place 

at the riverside site in October.

 This is a very ambitious project 

with a 240-seat theatre, rehearsal 

studios, exhibition rooms and 

other function and meeting rooms 

planned. 

I would like to pay tribute to the 

board and management of the Arts 

Centre, the Fundraising Committee; 

Ballina Town Council and Mayo 

County Council who have been 

diligent and determined in their 

pursuit of the project.

This marks the beginning of what 

will prove a dramatic revamp of the 

Barrett Street area of Ballina over 

the next few of years. 

Coupled with the new Pedestrian 

Bridge and the planned Salmon 

Interpretative Centre in that area of 

town, the Arts Centre will add a new 

dimension to the many services and 

attractions that Ballina has to offer.

I am delighted that I was in a 

position to secure funding of ¤1.2 

million for this project from the 

Department of Arts, Sports and 

Tourism.

THEATRE & ARTS CENTRE 

New 
Pedestrian 
Bridge
The new Pedestrian Bridge, linking 

Barrett Street with Ridgepool Road, 

has been opened since early summer 

and is proving very popular with locals 

and tourists alike.

When the planned Arts Centre and 

Salmon Interpretative Centre projects 

are completed at Barrett Street I 

believe we will see the real benefit and 

potential of this impressive piece of 

infrastructure as this area of Ballina 

is transformed into a tourist-friendly 

Salmon Quarter.

In years to come the Pedestrian 

Bridge will be seen as an iconic image 

of Ballina and the River Moy.

Contracts have been signed off on Ballina’s new ¤5 million Theatre & Arts centre

Caption for Bridge: Minister Dara Calleary performing the official opening of Ballina’s new Pedestrian Bridge.

Minister Dara Calleary pictured with Ballina based Councillors at the site of 
the planned new Arts Centre: Cllr Willie Nolan, Cllr Annie May Reape, Minister 
Dara Calleary, Cllr Frances McAndrew and Cllr Johnnie O’Malley.



DARA CALLEARY WORKING FOR MAYO

The allocation of ¤1.4 million for Ballina 

under the Border, Midlands ,Western 

Assembly (BMW) Gateway and Hub 

Towns Fund is very welcome.

The funding is being administered by 

the European Regional Development 

Agency and will benefit three 

specific projects, as earmarked by the 

management of Ballina Town Council 

The Council have identified three major 

town centre projects which are to be 

promoted and supported with funding 

under this programme. 

They are:

➤ the refurbishment of Pearse Street 

which is currently under way;

➤ the development of the Jackie Clarke 

Library at the Old Provincial Bank;

➤ the establishment of a new link road 

between Pearse Street and the Market 

Square. 

All three projects will add significantly 

to our town and I am delighted that 

funding to the tune of ¤1.4 million has 

been secured as a result of Ballina’s Hub 

Status.

This funding is further evidence of 

the Government’s commitment to the 

National Spatial Strategy which identified 

Ballina as a ‘Hub Town’. 

I am proud of the fact that I lobbied 

intensely to secure this status and that it 

has delivered so handsomely for the town

Two new Amenity Parks were officially 
opened in Ballina in October, marking 
a

 ¤1 million investment in youth and 
recreational facilities in the town.

The new parks, Bunree Public Park 
located at Greenhills, and Ardnaree 
Public Park located at Cluain na Rí, 
account for over five hectares of 
newly developed amenity space in 
the town.

A third park to be located at Mercy 
Road is ready to go to tender and 
should be in place by spring of next 
year while two more public parks, 
at Quay Road and Killala Road, are  
at an advanced stage in the  
planning process.

This is a very welcome development 
for Ballina with these two parks 
complimenting the already established 
Tom Ruane Town Park on Sligo Road. 

These parks will provide recreational 
space for the younger people of the 
town with multi-use games areas and 
tennis courts, as well as providing areas 
of relaxation in the form of sheltered 
seating and accessible walkways.

I am very pleased for the residents 
of Greenhills and Cluain na Rí and also 
encourage people from other areas 
of town to avail of these wonderful 
facilities.

Congratulations to the members 
and officials of Ballina Town Council 
for their input into these projects.

IDA 
TECHNOLOGY  
PARK UPDATE
The Ballina Technology Park Project 

has been advanced over the course of 

the summer months.

IDA issued tender invitations for 

perimeter landscaping works for the 

overall site in May and those tenders 

have been returned. These works are 

expected to be completed before the 

end of the year.

The IDA has also planned capital 

works for a new park entrance and 

provision of an access road and 

services into the park. These works are 

scheduled for early 2010. 

HUB STATUS DELIVERS 
¤1.4 MILLION TO BALLINA

Two new Amenity  
Parks Opened

Ardnaree Amenity Park Play Areas

Bunree Amenity Park River Walkway

Bunree Amenity Park Play Areas Ardnaree Amenity Park Paved Walkways


